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Executive Summary

The California Partnership for the San Joaquin Vallegnoussioned: Water WorkGroupg and the California Water
Institute (CWI)at California $ate University,Fresnoli 2 RS @St 2 LJ | & Fidtih Saf dogodil) \dallefF 2 NJ f
water management. The effort is critical to identify the Valleywater needs anddetermine water management
solutions for a fiftyyear planning horizon. The following is tHeamework summary findings

1.

The California Water Code and ti@aliforniaDepartment of Water Resources have outlined a process for
analyzinglocallong-term water needsand developingcomprehensivevater management solutions. The
processtivolvescreatinge integrated regional water management plaris(IRWMP) The entire San Joaquin
Valley should embrace this concept and adapt it further for its own purposes.
The IRWMP mcess has three basic components:

a. An assessment of conditions and water use preceding a{yfdar planning time frame;

b. An estimate (water budget) of water needs for the next fifty yeaend

c. Asolutions process thahnalyzeseveryreasonablewater management techniqueo meet various

alternate futuresas thetechniqguebecomes available.

Sgnificant amounts of information and integration will be requiretb develop and implementegional,
inter-regional, basinwide and Valleywide plans.Information gatheringand disseminatiortools that outline
core information needs for all participants at every lewglll be important. The report offersan example for
consideration.
The IRWMP process is a deliberative, laiegm approach that will take time todevelopand implement.
Water crises and conflicts will continue to arise in the intervening years aray override thelong-term
effort. TheValley must recognize the importance of these events dmdprepared torespond to them
accordinglyin a timely mannerAnda | OG A2y (SI Yé NBAELRY d&entsiduliNe I OK
useful.By example, @artnershipaction teamwill continue to workon the SacramenteSan Joaquin Delta
water export andState-wide drought crisis.
¢o2 SEIFYLX Sa 2F K24 t pdnying Snd Managénieat soluBossshivérkyidystherare
includedwithin this report. They include solutions for groundwater recharge improvement that integrates
land and water use and a rural water system assessment and solution strategy. Both of thas&-related
issues are rapidly approaching crisis lévislany goodrecharge soils argetting separated fromsurface
water supplies Access td/alley groundwaterbecomeamore importantshouldthe lackof surface water
supplies becomenore widespread. Rral water systemoperations that rely on groundwater arehen faced
with dwindling suppliesand waterquality issues andrery oftenthe local operatorsdo not have thefinancial
capacity to resolve the problems. Postponing resolution of these issues ian@&ffective option.
The Partnership muséngageall its members tomake water an ongoingd K A 3 K LIM& \ZalNg isité £
prosper andmeetthe commitmentsto its citizens. Water cannot be createdts|Idistributionis naturally
unevenand cannot be mved without significant socialenvironmentaland economic cost. What we have
must be treated with respect.
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California Partnership for the
San Joaquin Valley

November 16, 2009

TO: California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley members and partners
Public officials and citizens of the Valley

FROM: Supervisor Ray Watson, Partnership Water Policy Work Group Convener
RE: Transmittal of San Joaquin Valley Integrated Regional Water Management Plan
Framework

The California Water Institute, Partnership Water Policy Working Group and Water Plan
Advisory Committee are pleased to provide this San Joaquin Valley Integrated Regional Water
Management Plan Framework as a template to advance collaborative water management
planning. The framework was adopted unanimously by the California Partnership for the San
Joaquin Valley Board of Directors on October 22, 2009. A copy of the Partnership resolution
follows this letter.

Water is the lifeblood of California’s economy that ranks among the most productive in the
world. Our lifeblood is maintained by a fragile balance. Nature determines where and when
precipitation occurs in our state, yet most needs for water occur at different places and times than
provided by nature. This fundamental reality requires the careful management and protection of
our water resources.

The recently approved seminal water policy legislation in Sacramento and the comprehensive
water bond proposal for consideration by voters in 2010 have affirmed the high priority of water
as a foundation for California’s sustainable economy in the 21* Century.

It is critical for San Joaquin Valley cities, counties and local water agencies to join in the crafting
of a state wide water management strategy that assures we will have water where and when it is
needed. This strategy must be committed to several components:

e Necessary infrastructure to capture, control, store and move water.

e Employ best management practices to ensure that conservation, recycling and
desalination represent the maximum yet realistic portion of water supplies.
Ensure safety and quality of water supplies.
Protect and restore water associated ecosystems while preventing damaging floods.
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